
REPORT ON MY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP AT GEI 
 

Tirana, January 17, 2015 
 

1. Research Fellow: Assoc. Prof. Konstantinos GIAKOUMIS, Ph.D. 
 

2. Duration of Fellowship: One (1) month, July 14 to August 13, 2014. 
 

3. Place of Stay: GEI Guesthouse. 
 

4. GEI Staff to Whom I reported: Dr. Claudia Lichnofsky. 
 

5. Title of Project: The Image of the “Serb” in History School Textbooks of the 
Albanian-Speaking Regions of SEE (1980s-2010s). 

 
6. Project Summary:  

The project examines the image of the Serb in history school textbooks in the Albanian-
speaking South Eastern Europe from 1980s until 2010s. The materials to be examined are history 
textbooks published in: 

I. Albania, both, in Albanian and in Greek (for the educational needs of the ethnic Greek 
minority in S. Albania); 

II. Former Yugoslavia, in Albanian, for the educational needs of the Albanian-speaking minority 
enclaves in FYROM, Kosovo and Montenegro; 

III. and Yugoslavia’s successor states, after the fall of the Berlin War, for the same needs 
(FYROM, Kosovo and Montenegro). 
 
Utilizing a spiral (qualitative-quantitative-qualitative) research design, we investigate the 

image of the “Serb” in identifications and identification shifts of the study time and regions vis-à-vis 
majority/minority group, domestic and international developments, new states, bilateral and 
multilateral relations. 

Balkan nationalism (Albanian – end of 19
th

 century) applied a powerful, divisive, elites-driven 
thrust to groups peacefully co-existing in territories of modern-day Albania identifying primarily in 
terms of religion. The project investigates how history schoolbooks (literature and geography 
schoolbooks would also be very useful) transformed the image of the Serb as the ethnic “Other” in 
the frame of the Albanian national identification shifts. 

The role of schooling in national identity construction has long been identified, while the 
content of school textbooks, as an informational, cultural and ideological medium is seen as an 
indicator of the subjective forms a society views its own in-group vis-à-vis its out-groups. I argue that, 
while the image of Serbs as the ethnic Other in Albanian school textbooks transforms in the frame of 
domestic developments in Albania and bilateral relations with Serbia and Kosovo, the role of 
textbooks in the persistence of stereotypes, manifested in a 2011 study, is very important. 

 
7. List of Activities at GEI: 

a. Bibliographical Research of Textbooks: The vast resources of GEI 
Library gave me the opportunity not only to collect precious research 
materials for my topic, but also to collect materials from earlier 
periods. This will enable to engage into longitudinal research. 

b. Bibliographical Research on Textbook Research Methodologies: 
Equally important was my research on methodological books which 
are available and easily accessible at GEI. 

c. Participation in Scientific Events at GEI: During my stay, I had the 
opportunity to attend two very interesting scientific events: i) The 
Georg Arnhold International Summer School, entitled: TEACHING 
AND LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST IN THE AFTERMATH OF (CIVIL) WAR 
AND MASS VIOLENCE. THE CHALLENGES AND PROMISES OF HISTORY 
EDUCATION IN DIVIDED AND POST-WAR SOCIETIES, July 24-29, 2014. 



ii) The 2014 Arnhold Symposium entitled: Peace 2.0: Social Media as 
a Space for Peace Education. 

d. Contacts: In the course of my fellowship, I was privileged to meet and 
exchange viewpoints and contacts with other (current or former) 
visiting fellows at GEI (Dr. Petr Knecht, Mr. Evan Dokos, Mr. Denis 
Vuka, Dr. Arunas Visnyauskas, Dr. Imke Rath, Dr. P. Todorov, Dr. K. 
Bonidis, Ms. B. Ziegler), GEI academic staff (Dr. C. Lichnofsky, Dr. M. 
Schultze, Prof. Fuchs, Ms. I. Niehaus, Prof. A. Heinemann-Grüder, 
Assoc. Prof. B. Christophe), as well as summer school and symposium 
fellows (e.g. Prof. Elie Podeh, Dr. N. Immig). These have been precious 
contacts with fellows sharing similar research interests, one can only 
find in internationally such renowned research centers as GEI. Some 
of these contacts, on the top of other contacts made during a 
previous short stay in Braunschweig, in the frame of a conference, 
developed into collaboration in concrete research terms (with Dr. P. 
Todorov and Dr. D. Stojanov). 

 
8. Research Output: 

Haxhi E., Kavaja K., Kalemaj I., Giakoumis K. (2014), “Continuity and Change in 
Perceptions of the Greek as an “Enemy” in the Albanian National Identity-
Building process (Albanian National Movement up to 2010s)”, paper presented 
at the International Conference on “Myths in South-Eastern European 
Textbooks”, Tirana, 22-24 October, 2014, Tirana [work currently prepared for 
peer-review for publication]. 

Giakoumis K., Kalemaj I., Haxhi E., Kavaja K. (2014), “The Politics & Pragmatics of 
Representation of War & Revolution In History School Textbooks of Albania 
from National Awakening to 1939”, paper read at the International Conference 
“Balkan Worlds II: Balkan Perception of War and Revolution  in the Long 
Nineteenth Century (1789-1918)”.  Department of Balkan, Slavic and Oriental 
Studies, University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki, November 27-29, 2014, 
Thessaloniki. 

 
Note: In paper presentations mention is made to GEI for enabling me to use its indispensable 

resources. Credit will also be given in publications. 

 
9. Quality of Collaboration with GEI Staff: I could not be more satisfied with the 

quality of professional and interpersonal collaboration with GEI academic and 
support staff. I am simply grateful. Special thanks to Dr. Claudia Lichnofsky, 
thanks to whose information, instructions, intellectual debates and 
invitations for selected cultural events in Braunschweig my time was 
productively devoted to the purpose for which I came to GEI, while enjoying 
my stay, too. 
 

10. Overall Impression: Given this was my first extended stay in Germany, I 
classify this as an eye-opening experience in many respects. I transformed 
into a fervour proponent of German research institutions and opened a 
window to an exciting research window. 
 

I wish I will be given an opportunity to return to GEI and Braunschweig in the future. 
 

 
 
 

Assoc. Prof. Konstantinos Giakoumis, Ph.D. 


