
Causes and Consequences of WWI 

 

 

Aim: The present unit aims at providing stimuli for pupils to discover the causes and 
consequences of the World War I by working with and analyzing primary sources.  

 

Educational objectives: Focusing on primary sources that range from photographs, 
paintings, maps, official documents and diaries our intention is to engage active 
interaction of pupils with the learning material being used. Sources do not have a 
supplementary role to perform to the main narrative but rather function on their own. 
They can bring in new information available for discussion and at the same time offer 
a wider perspective to the historical events. Essential is that sources to be analyzed in 
their constructive elements and features while addressing always questions to them in 
order to get information.  

     That saying, we ask for cognitive and intellectual skills pupils are expected to 
achieve at the end of the unit, such as: 

- Application: Ability to use the acquired information in everyday life.  

- Analysis: Given a written or a visual source of information pupils should be able to 
distinguish its integral parts. 

- Synthesis: Having used the provided sources or material pupils have discovered 
they are asked to provide their own narrative.  

- Evaluation: Pupils are called for expressing opinion on historical events and 
provide arguments.  

 

Methodology: A constructivist based approach has been prioritized by using 
discovery learning techniques. It is a student oriented approach that rests students’ 
initiatives in dealing with sources in the foreground, while teacher’s role is to 
facilitate discussion and supply orientation’s hints whenever needed.  

 

 

 

 



1. Causes of the war 
- European territory 

 

Humoristic map describing Europe around 1870 (Source: 
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/record/9200246/BibliographicResource_3000051350

827.html). 

Legend: „England is isolated cursing with rage and forgets Ireland which is tied 
with a lace. Spain smokes and leans on Portugal. France tries to defend herself 
against Prussia which has one hand on Holland and the other on Austria. Italy tells 
Bismarck “take your feet off me”. Corsica and Sardinia act like a nasty boy who 
laughs about everything. Denmark lost its legs in Holstein and hopes to find them 
back. The European Turkey wake up and yawns; The Asian Turkey smokes the 
Turkish pipe. Sweden jumps like a panther and Russia is like an ugly man who wants 
to fill his insatiable maw.” 

Thinking historically/Activity: The map is accompanied by the text quoted above. What 
does the combination of map and text tell you about the situation in Europe around 1870? 
How do European powers come to terms with their differences? Provide with your own 
narrative as regarding the political situation at the end of 19th century. Although the aim of 
the map is satirical, do you think the map is related anyhow with WWI and how? 
Clues and hints: Ignorance of danger, continuous territorial disputes, nationalist claims 

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/record/9200246/BibliographicResource_3000051350827.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/record/9200246/BibliographicResource_3000051350827.html


against each other. 
 

- War expanded (Africa) 

     Antagonism over zones of influence: To fuel industrialization, great European 
Powers turned to colonies for raw materials. The antagonism of these powers over 
Africa was later termed as “The European Scramble for Africa”. Students are invited 
to “read” the three maps provided in a comparative fashion. The teacher should help 
pupils to note what African territory European powers claimed in 1830 and how such 
claims and colonial zones augmented by 1876 and 1914. To control these colonial 
zones, European powers were forced to maintain military power stationed in both 
European and non-European territory.  

 
 

Africa c. 1830 

 
 

Africa c. 1876 

 
 

Africa c. 1914 

Maps describing European conflicts and border changes over African territory between 1830 
and 1914 (Source: http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/de). 

Thinking historically/Activity: Pay attention to each of the three maps provided and 
provide information on how do territories controlled by Europeans changed from 
1830-1914. Reflect on the durance of this change, how quickly do you think this 
occurred? Explain European conflicts over African territories. 
Clues and hints: Industrialization, raw materials, new markets expansion.  
 



2. Aftermath of the war 

- Casualties in human life 

In terms of loss in human life WWI was unprecedented. The number of war dead was 
9,4 million (an average of 6000 dead for every day of war). The Allied Forces lost 
about 5,4 million men and the Central Powers 4 million dead. To this it must be 
added that 15 million people were crippled by their service in WWI. (Source: 
www.nationalarchive.gov.uk ) 

 

 

 

Battle deaths in armies engaged in present war, 1914-1918 (Source: Ayres P. Leonard (1919). 
The War with Germany: A Statistical Summary. Washington: Governmental Printing Office, 

120). 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalarchive.gov.uk/


 

 
British cemetery at Abbeville (Source: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WWI_British_cemetery_at_Abbeville.jpg). 

Thinking historically/Activity: Pay attention to the statistics and image provided at the 
beginning of the chapter. Provide comments on loses during WWI and explain why it was 
called “The Great War”? Compare statistics with those deriving from WWII and prepare a 
short presentation.  

 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WWI_British_cemetery_at_Abbeville.jpg


 
Registration of the Limbless Ex-Servicemen's Association 1916 (Source: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/transcripts/aftermath/war_chariti
es.htm). 

 

 

Transcript 

(handwritten note)  
Registration particulars  

corrected to 17 Feb 1930  
(See note on original sheet). 

(handwritten) Alteration Sheet No. 1.  

WAR CHARITIES ACT, 1916  

C. 7.  
 
1. Name of Registration Authority The Council of the County of Brighton.  

2. Name of the Charity The Limbless Ex-Service Men's Association.  

3. Date of Establishment 18th April 1926. 

4. Precise objects of the Charity To foster social intercourse and comradeship among limbless Ex-Service 
men: To encourage members to help one another over the difficulties of artificial limbs so that hope may be 
installed in the less fortunate by seeing the results attained by those who have succeeded: To promote lectures 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/transcripts/aftermath/war_charities.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/transcripts/aftermath/war_charities.htm


on artificial limbs and appurtenances: To advise members on all matters relating to pensions. 

5. Address of the Central Office 185, Lewes Road, Brighton. 

6. Name and Address of the Secretary George Lewis Kohlbeck, 81, Hollingdean Terrace, Brighton (No 
occupation at present) 

7. Name and Address of the Treasurer Alfred Watson, 29, Riley Road, Brighton (No occupation at present) 

8. Full Names, Addresses and Descriptions of the Chairman and two other members of the Committee  
George Simcock, 62, The Avenue, Moulsecoomb, Brighton (Electrical Meter Calibrater) (Chairman) 
Mr. Frederick Smith, 61, Ladysmith Road, Brighton (No occupation at present) (Vice Chairman) 
Mr. Charles Day, 22, Freehold Terrace, Brighton (No occupation at present) 

9. Name and Address of Bank Barclays Bank Ltd., 144, London Road. 

10. Name and Address of Auditor Mr. Wallace, A.C.A., Certified Accountant, 58, West Street, Brighton. 

11. Date of Application for Registration 4th June, 1926. 

12. Date of Registration 29th July, 1926. 

13. Date of Removal from Register 

 
 

Thinking historically/Activity: After having read the above source reflect on the social 
consequences of WWI. How do you consider the necessity of  establishing“The Limbless 
Ex-Service Men's Association” at this historical context? Argument on your response. 
Starting from this case in England expand your focus by doing a research as regarding the 
treatment of the Limbless ex Service Men in other countries implemented in WWI.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- Gas attack (case study) 

     Chemical weapons were widely used during World War I with the aim to 
demoralize, injure, and kill entrenched defenders. The types of weapons employed 
ranged from disabling chemicals, such as tear gas and the severe mustard gas, to lethal 
agents like phosgene and chlorine. The killing capacity of gas was limited, with four 
percent of combat deaths caused by gas (Source: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapons_in_World_War_I ).  

 
John Singer Sargent RA. (1856-1925), Gassed (Source: Imperial War Museums 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/23722?bt=europeanaapi). 

 

Thinking historically/Activity: Describe the painting. Afterwards, pay attention to some 
details that shed light on the production of it: 

- The title and the creator 
- The context and historical background during which it was created 
- Style and size 
- Commissioner (In case there exist)  
- The purpose of the image 
- The image’s current location 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tear_gas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustard_gas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phosgene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapons_in_World_War_I
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/23722?bt=europeanaapi


 
Battle of Estaires 1918. British troops blinded by tear gas (An image reminiscent of 

John Singer Sargent's famous painting 'Gassed') 
(Source: Imperial War Museums 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205193875?bt=europeanaapi). 

Thinking historically/Activity: Compare and contrast the two visual sources. Which are the 
differences, similarities, contradictions? Which questions do we need to pose to the 
photography so as to get additional information? Do they refer to same historical event and 
which of those tend to depict more realistically the use of chemical weapons during WWI? 
 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205193875?bt=europeanaapi

