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The purpose of this workshop is to gather historians, art and architectural historians, heritage 
specialists, teachers and policy-makers to deliberate on ways in which common heritage, 
shared, claimed, or even contested, can be utilized for the promotion of pedagogies of cross-
border cooperation and intercultural understanding, as well as for the development of 
meaningful teaching and learning extra-curricular experiences. Thus, this workshop follows up 
and builds upon the GEI – Institute of Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of the Albanians 
Conference in Skopje on Historiography and History Education in the South Slavic-Speaking 
and Albanian-Speaking Regions. To operationalize relevant strategies, methodologies, 
approaches and tools, the Tirana kick-off workshop shall pilot the heritage of two neighbouring 
West Balkan states, Albania and Macedonia. Albanian-Macedonian relations in a socialist and 
post-socialist setting have varied from periods of high tension to time of relevant stability and 
harmony, not least on account of the populous ethnic Albanian community in Macedonia, or 
the Macedonian minority in Albania. The historical and cultural heritage of two cities, Ohrid, 
currently situated in Western Macedonia, and Berat, laying in modern Albania was selected for 
a case-study. 
 
Balkan nationalism applied a powerful, divisive, elites-driven thrust to communities peacefully 
co-existing in territories of pre-modern states (empires and others). Since late medieval times 
these communities identified themselves primarily in terms of religion. The establishment of 
nation-states and the mobilization of mass socialization mechanisms, such as the school or the 
army, constructed and consolidated a national identity, whose discourse was founded on the 
binary opposition (or enmity) between “Us” (the in-group) and the “Other” (the out-group). 
National narratives fostered monocultures (e.g. monolingualism, monoculturalism); hence, 
centuries-old shared heritage and history was neglected, underrepresented, despised or even 
eradicated. The cities of Ohrid and Berat, however, still bear visible and tangible traces of 
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common heritage of distinct majoritarian communities and minorities with or without a 
neighbouring kin-state. 
 
The workshop aspires to fill a vacuum, as in both Albania and Macedonia there is no curriculum 
for school excursions, although both countries’ Ministries of Education require that school 
excursions be utilized to create meaningful teaching and learning experiences. Considering that: 
i) There are no curricular requirements or provisions for school excursions; ii) in spite of recent 
improvements, the history curriculum, textbooks and teaching in both countries remain 
predominantly ethnocentric, sustain an one-dimensional, national narrative that omits, ignores 
or disregards aspects of common history and heritage; iii) teachers in both countries feel 
unfamiliar with cross-disciplinary ways in which one can turn educational excursions to 
meaningful educational experiences … the workshop invites: 

1. Specialists and practitioners of education and pedagogies of intercultural 
understanding to contribute relevant models, strategies, methodologies, approaches 
and tools. 

2. Historians, art and architectural historians, as well as heritage specialists to present 
aspects of Berat and Ohrid Cities’ common historical and cultural heritage – shared, 
claimed, or even contested – which can be utilized for the promotion of pedagogies of 
cross-border cooperation and intercultural understanding, as well as for the 
development of meaningful teaching and learning extra-curricular experiences. 

3. Teachers to offer structured excursion activities utilizing common heritage for the 
creation of meaningful teaching and learning excursion experiences; 

4. and policy-makers to provide insights on the institutionalization ways of such initiatives. 
 
The desired outcome of the workshop would be the development of a pilot “Handbook for 
Shared Heritage Excursion Activities.” Such a handbook would provide context and content for 
meaningful educational activities fostering cultural understanding of common histories and 
heritage between majoritarian ethnic groups and minorities with or without a neighbouring kin-
state to be used for educational excursions to two specific cities, Ohrid and Berat. 
 
Project Leaders: 

 Assoc. Prof. Konstantinos GIAKOUMIS, UNYT, kgiakoumis@unyt.edu.al 

 Dr. Petar TODOROV, INH, Skopje, todorovpetar@yahoo.com 

 Claudia LICHNOFSKY, GEI, lichnofsky@gei.de 
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