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Instructions to the teacher 
Goal: This lesson will enable students to 
comprehend hardships caused by World War 
One in Presheva territory. 
Outcomes:  
Upon completion of this lesson, the students 
will be able to:  
- Describe the consequences of World War 
One in Presheva. 
- Identify events of the war that illustrate 
hardships it caused. 
- Understand that war does not only harm 
participants (soldiers), but everyone. 
- Point out damages caused to the Valley by 
WWI. 

Lesson development 
Step I: At the beginning of the lesson, present 
the topic and discuss the expected student 
outcomes during topic development (5 min) 
Step II: Next, provide brief information about 
damages caused by World War One and divide 
class into two groups (25 min) 
Group I: Review photos from sources 1 and 2 

 
Albanian warriors 

Group II: Reveiw photos from sources 3 and 4 
Step III: Final discussion and assessment (15 
min)  
 
Test yourself 
1. In what situation was Presheva during World 
War One?  
2. Which army occupied Presheva?  
3. What were the atrocities commited by the 
Bulgarian Army? 
4. What happened with Presheva after World 
War One? 

Introduction 

World War One caused a death and casualty toll 
of 10 million and 21 million, respectively, and an 
additional 10 million died away from battlefields 
due to hunger and epidemic diseases. 
World War One found Presheva in a heavy 
economic and political situation. It fell under the 
Bulgarian regime, which had occupied Macedonia 
and southern Serbia during this war. The 
Bulgarian Army mobilized many Albanians, some 
of whom as soldiers and others into forced labor 
for railyway construction. This mobilization 
further weakened the economy of the area and 
made the population either migrate or gather in 
uprisings. In turn, because of this the Bulgarian 
Army harrased the local population. This army 
also exercised violence during their withdrawal at 
the end of World War One. 

 
www.kosovalindore.com 

Such tragic and sad scenes were witnessed in 
other areas such as Presheva, Kumanova and 
Skopje, as well as on the banks of Drini and 
Podrime rivers in Opoje, Has and Reke 
 
After the end of World War One, the Yugoslav 
community or the state called SCS was formed in 
December 1918, which included Macedonia and 
Montenegro. Presheva was also included in this 
conglomerate, because it was then part of the 
Kumanovo district. When the state was divided 
into duchies, Presheva was included in the duchy 
of Vardar. 

http://www.kosovalindore.com/2012/08/03/shqiperia-e-vjeter-verilindore-e-nishit-dhe-toplices-ne-faktet-reale-te-lidhjes-shqiptare-te-prizrenit-1878/


Discussion: 
1. Examine the photographs carefully and discuss as a class about reasons and causes behind this 
war. You can also research other sources of information. Share your ideas with the class. 

 
a) What is your opinion about WWI? 
b) Write an essay based on the given photographs. How would you feel if you lived in that 

time? 
c) Write a brief description of the conditions of Albanians during World War One. 

 

Source I 

 

Monography  “Presheva in photographs” 
www.rtvpresheva.com448 × 335  
 

Source II 

  

www.albaniapress.com314 × 229 
 
This autochtonous Albanian region is crossed at two sides by mountain ridges, which meet the 
mountains of Karadak at the south and north.  

http://www.rtvpresheva.com/?p=466
http://www.rtvpresheva.com/?p=466
http://www.rtvpresheva.com/?p=466
http://www.albaniapress.com/
http://www.albaniapress.com/


 

Source III 
Arceology in Anamorava region 
www.forumishqiptar.com 
 

 

Source IV 

Eastern Kosovo – News portal » OLD NORTHEASTERN ALBANIA OF NISH AND 
TOPLICA IN REAL FACTS OF THE ALBANIAN LEAGUE OF PRIZREN (1878) 
www.kosovalindore.com  
Such tragic and sad scenes were witnessed in other areas such as Presheva, Kumanova and 
Skopje, as well as on the banks of Drini and Podrime rivers in Opoje, Has and Reke 
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Mosque of Tabanoc, 1380 



   

Presheva, 1916 

 

 

German soldiers, Presheva  1916 


